Spontaneous biliary perforation in infancy and childhood: clues to diagnosis.
Spontaneous perforation of extrahepatic bile duct is rare. The cause is idiopathic once trauma and choledochal cyst are ruled out. The condition presents a diagnostic dilemma. Preoperative recognition is necessary as early surgical intervention gives excellent prognosis. We report clinical observations made in three cases with acute presentations. Diagnosis is to be suspected by the presence of jaundice after an initial anicteric period of good health with biliary ascites. This is confirmed by bilious abdominal paracentesis, signs of peritonitis and absent free gas on X ray. The constellation of these three findings was constant in three patients. The presented paper highlights the same as reliable clues to diagnosis.